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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE ILLINOIS STATE 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 



To BE Held in the Old Supreme Couht Room, in the 

State House, Springfield, III., April 14, 1911, in 

Commemoration of the Fiftieth Anniversary 

of the Fall of Fort Sumter, the Real 

Breaking Out op the War Between 

the Statf^, 1861-1865. 

The program for the special meeting of the Illinois 
State Historical Society to be held on April 14, 1911, in 
commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the fall of 
Fort Snmter, the actual beginning of the war between 
the states, is as follows : 

Afternoon Meeting. 

Address — The Patriotism of Northern Illinois 

Gen. Smith D. Atkins, Freeport, 111. 

Address — The Slave Empire 

Mr. Eugene F. Baldwin, Peoria, HI. 

Address — Southern Illinois in the Civil War 

Hon. Bluford Wilson, Springfield, HI. 

Evening Meeting. 

Address— The Civil War in America, 1861-1865 

Hon. Marcus Kavanagh, Chicago, 111. 

Col. Clark E. Carr, president of the Illinois State His- 
torical Society will preside over the meeting and intro- 
duce the speakers. The music will be the old war time 
music and will be led by the Woman ^s Relief Corps quar- 
tette, of Springfield, 111., with Mrs. G. Clinton Smith as 
leader. 
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Members of the Historical Society are urged to attend 
this meeting. 

In 1860 Illinois had become the fourth state in the 
Union and after the Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858 it 
had become a great political power. Chicago had become 
a great city, having at that time a population of 109,206, 
and Illinois was then entitled to thirteen congressmen in 
the national Congress. In the great Mississippi valley 
the political pot was boiling at a furious rate and the 
great question of the extension or non-extension of 
slavery had reached a point where some adjustment was 
an absolute necessity. In 1858, at an evening meeting 
on the same date as the Republican State convention at 
Springfield, Mr. Lincoln had made his famous speech in 
which he had quoted from holy writ, in sense, if not in 
exact words, *^A house divided against itself can not 
stand," and later on had in the Lincoln-Douglas debates 
made plain his position on the question of the extension 
of slavery into the new territories. His position did not 
suit the extreme and radical anti-slavery men, but it 
showed them that he could be trusted not to favor and 
foster the growth of the national evil. The Republican 
State convention met at Decatur on May 9, 1860. This 
convention was presided over by Judge Joseph Gillespie, 
and the deliberations showed the strength at le^st in his 
own state, of Mr. Lincoln's candidacy which the geo- 
graphical position and power of the State fostered. 

Nominated Yates fob Governor. 

This convention did another most important thing. It 
nominated Richard Yates for governor. Mr. Lincoln 
was nominated at Chicago on May 16 for the presidency 
of the United States and Illinois became the center of 
political activity of the United States, and the little city 
of Springfield the mecca of politicians. After the No- 
vember elections the actual beginnings of war were 
opened and on Dec. 20, 1860, South O^r olma passed an 
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ordinance to dissolve the nnion between the state of 
South Carolina and the federal nnion. In January, 1861, 
similar ordinances were passed by other southern states. 
In January Governor Yates was inaugurated and his 
inaugural message bravely met and faced these moment- 
ous and delicate questions. He declared that the valley 
of the Mississippi must forever remain an undivided 
territory, and described the importance of the State of 
Illinois in case a crisis should arise. This inaugural 
message of Governor Yates has been declared by many 
writers to be one of the ablest and most scholarly papers 
ever submitted to a state legislature in Illinois. 

Peace Confebencb Failed. 

On Feb. 2, 1861, a peace conference was held at Wash- 
ington, D. C, called by the state of Virginia to attempt 
to devise means to prevent the imminent war. To this 
convention Governor Yates sent as delegates from the 
State of Illinois, Stephen T. Logan, John M. Palmer, 
John Wood, Burton C. Cook and Thomas J. Turner. 
These distinguished men labored earnestly in that con- 
vention, but all efforts at conciliation failed. On Feb. 11, 
1861, Mr. Lincoln left his old home at Springfield to go to 
Washington to assume his duties. He never returned 
alive to his home city. 

When Mr. Lincoln was inaugurated the confederate 
states of America had already met at Montgomery, Ala., 
Feb. 9, 1861, and had organized a government of which 
Jefferson Davis was president and Alexander H. 
Stephens, vice president. 

Mr. Lincoln was immediately face to face with prob- 
lems and a task greater than had presented itself to any 
President of the United States. 

Beal Beginning of the War. 

The firing on Fort Sumter on April 12 by the confed- 
erate forces under General Beauregard and the evacua- 
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tion of the fort on the 14th of the same month was the 
real beginning of the war between the states. 

On the next day, April 15, 1861, Mr. Lincoln issued a 
call for troops to subdue ** combinations too powerful to 
be suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial pro- 
ceedings, and to cause the laws to be duly executed." 
Governor Yates immediately called a special session of 
the State Legislature to enact laws for the more perfect 
equipment of the militia. At the breaking out of the 
war between the states, 1861, the standing army of the 
United States consisted of only about 16,000 men, and 
during that war Illinois alone furnished more than two 
hundred and fifty thousand men. 

Her people rushed to the defense of the country and 
regiment after regiment was organized, equipped and 
drilled and mustered into the service of the United States. 
The numbering of the regiments began with number 
seven as a compliment to the six regiments of Illinois 
troops who had served in the Mexican war. The first 
two Illinois regiments to enter the service were the 
Seventh Illinois, conmoianded by Colonel John Cook, and 
the Eighth, commanded by Colonel Richard J. Oglesby. 
The Fourteenth was commanded by John M. Palmer, 
and the Twenty-first by General U. S. Grant. The State 
furnished 149 regiments of infantry, seventeen regiments 
of cavalry, two artillery regiments, and nine independent 
batteries. The service of the State and of Governor 
Yates can not be estimated. The names of Ulinoisans 
appear wherever deeds of valor are recorded. 

It is now fifty years since these stirring days and the 
Illinois State Historical Society proposes on April 14, 
1911, to observe at Springfield, the fiftieth anniversary 
of the fall of Fort Sumter, in a manner in keeping with 
the historical importance and solemnity of the event com- 
memorated. This date will also be the forty-sixth anni- 
versary of the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. A 
curious circumstance is the fact that this anniversary 
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will fall upon Good Friday as did the fourteenth of April 
on the day of Mr. Lincoln's assassination. 

WiLii Be State- Wide Event. 

The Society expects to make the observance of this 
historic date a state-wide event and it hopes to have the 
aid and encouragement of the patriotic societies of the 
State, such as the G. A. R., Woman's Relief Corps, Ladies 
of the G. A. R., Sons of Veterans, and Sons and Daughters 
of the American Revolution and all others of like nature, 
as well as the citizens of the State generally. 

An afternoon meeting will be held, at which time the 
addresses will be made by prominent speakers showing 
the part taken by the State of Illinois in the great four 
years' struggle, 1861 to 1865. 

No one can picture to himself the stupendous effect of 
the civil war in America upon world history. Leavinig 
out of reckoning what the effect of dissolution of the 
federal union would have meant to America; the states 
which might have set up petty governments for them- 
selves, something after the manner of tJie South Ameri- 
can countries of today; leaving also out of account the 
freeing of the negro race, and looking at the civil war 
from an economic standpoint, its results and its outgrowth 
have made of our country a new country, and out of our 
people a new race of prosperous, united Americans. The 
range of speculation, though boundless, is a useless one, 
for we have secured and enjoy the fruits of this sacrifice ; 
nevertheless, it is the duty of historical and patriotic 
associations to commemorate these great historical anni- 
versaries and to show to the world and teach our children 
by the light of recorded history what the great war be- 
tween the states meant to the country and the world, 
what it cost our country and its participants and what 
it accomplished for the whole country, and what it makes 
possible for us and for future generations. 
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The members of the Historical Society, other patriotic 
societies and the public generally are urged to attend 
these meetings and to aid in the celebration. Letters and 
inquiries should be addressed to the secretary of the 
Society. 

Much Interest Shown. 

Great interest is being expressed in the celebration. 
The secretary of the Society has received letters from 
old soldiers and other distinguished persons from Maine 
to California. 

Citizens of Springfield are urged to invite their friends 
to visit them at the time and with them attend the ser- 
vices. The following letters speak for themselves : 

LETTER FROM SENATOR CITLLOM. 

Washington, March 28. 
Mbs. Jessie Palmer Weber, 

Secretary Historical Society, Springfield, 111. : 

My Dear Mrs. Weber: I have just received a com 
munication from you announcing that there will be a 
meeting held at which addresses will be made on the 
occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the beginning of 
the civil war — ^April 14, 1861. 

I should be delighted to be present on those occasions. 
I know General Smith D. Adkins will make a delightful 
speech. Eugene Baldwin of Peoria will also make a 
good speech, and my friend Hon. Bluford Wilson will 
also make a fine address. I would be very glad to hear 
each of them, but will not be able to be present at the 
occasion, as Congress re-convenes on next Tuesday and 
will probably be in session for months, which I regret 
very much, but I think it is probably inevitable. 

Thanking you for writing me and telling me about the 
proposed meetings and addresses, I am as ever, very 
sincerely yours, 

S. M. CULLOM. 
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LETTER FROM MAJOR CONNELLY, 

Pasadena^ Cal., March 28. 
Mbs. Jessie Palmeb Webeb^ 

Secretary lUinois Historical Society, Springfield, Dl. : 

My Deab Madam: I have received yours of the 23d 
inst., in which you inform me that on April 14, 1911, the 
society will hold a special meeting to commemorate the 
semi-centennial anniversary of the breaking out of the 
war of the rebellion. 

This is a most worthy movement on the part of your 
organization. Every old soldier in Illinois, as well as 
elsewhere, when they hear of your efforts to do honor to 
the living, as well as the dead, who participated in the 
war, will rise and call you blessed. 

I can not be with you in person on the day mentioned, 
but will be with you in spirit in commemorating this 
blessed historical event. Very respectfully. 

H. 0. COKNBLLY, 

Late Major Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry. 



